i I N .” 0 
w* 7 i 2 _ wy 
0 A” 


""Gcalonatde VVord, 


pid: 


Ta 


'9.F. AS © Ne 


Soberly propoſed to the Conlideraions 


of all ſuch whoſe hearts are affe&ted with thoſe.” 


Floods of Reproach and Blaſphemy, which the Cauſe - 
.of God in theſe Nations labours under. . 


And may ſerve, notonly as a Remembrancer 6 _ 
" Things paſt, ( ſtammeringly hinted at). and a Caltto - 
Repentance. for. miſ-improvement thereof, 


But may prove, a Word of Encouragementto ſomes 
whoſe Hands may be weakned in. the Faith and Hope. 
| of the Workof this Day, Pſalm 78. 7. 


M1Can 4. IO, 11,12. i 

Be in pain and labour to bring forth , O Daughter of Zion , like 3 
a Woman in Travail ; Thou ſhalt dwell in ps field, thou alt. 
© Fo into Babylon , THERE ſoalt thou be delivered, THERE *% 
the _ICE will Redeem thee from the hands of thine Enemies. _ ©: 
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Soberly propoſed to the Conſideration of all 


ſuch whoſe hearts are affeQted with thoſe Floods of 
Reproach and Blaſphemy , which the Cauſe of God 
int cle Nations labours under. 


Hen Iſrael went out of Egvpt , the Howſe of pryim x 
FI Jacob from a People of a ſtrang ge language: 
71 Judah was bis Sanituary, and Iſrael his Doe 

Sq minion. The Sea ſaw it, and fled, Jordan 
: was driven back, The Mountains Shipped 
mor like Rams and the little Hills like Lambs. E 
When the Lord turned again the Captivity of Zion, they Palm 126 
were like men that dreamea. Then was their moxths fi led with E 
laughter, and their tongues with ſinging : among the Heathen 
it. was [aid , the Lord hath doxe great things for them. 4 
_ Theſe things ( among others) happened to them for Enſam- 1 Cot, 101 
ples, or types ; and are written f or our admonition, upon m_ E 
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5. -theends of the world are come : That wt through patience and 
; comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope. | V 
rom a ſerious obſervation of the grand Mutations which |} 
have befallen in theſe iſlands, who can but ſtandamazed, and 
wondering ſay, What hath God wrought? & a 
It is too evident and apparent, unto what a low-ebb the } 
Cauſe of Godin theſe Nations was brought, as itſtogd in the 
evidenceand witneſs againſt Popery, and Popi/h Innovations , 
( according to the meaſure of the Light which was then com- 
municated : ) asa!ſo to what an heigchthe Adverſaries there- 
of were arived, endeavouring by all poftible means the ſup- 
; planting and extirpation thereof, under the notion of Pa;- 
Fade Bafilicon taniſm; branding the Afertors thereof with terms of Pha- 
naticks, Puritans, Browniſts, with other ſuch like, Super- 
ſtition and prophaneſs countenanced and encouraged, and 
whoever in all this whole Nation durſt depart from Iniqui- 
ty, made himſelf a prey ,. the dark Corners of our Earth, be- } 
ing full ofthe habitacions of Cruelty , the Whippings, Pillo- #$ 
ring, Stigmatizing , Gagging , Baniſhing' of ſome Perſons 
( then eminent for their Teſtimony ) are freſh in memory , 
which occaſioned great and krong Cry&-to be poured out be- 
fore the Lerd nightand day, that he would ariſe and viſit his 
Remnant, and plead the Cauſe of his People , and ſet them ac 
Liberty whom the wicked had ſnared, that he'would break {| 
the jaws ofthe wicked, and pluck theſpoil out of his teethe | 
And though the Kingdomes Liberties were greatly infrin- 
ged, yet the ſubjet matcer of thoſe many Supplications which ® 
were put upto God, were forand on behalt of his Name,and # 
People, in relation to their Soul-ſufferings, which he moſt } 
eminently had reſpet unto, and made it his concern to re- 
buke the oppreſſors, and ſer the Caprives free, taking occa- 
ſion and advantage from the very contrivances of the Adyer- 
fary, andin the very ſame matter wherein they intended to 
deal proudly and ſubrilly, he was above them. 
Me Mug Hiſt, AS10 many other thirgs, not now ſo particularly remem- 
1 bred, the farat Coal, (as alare Writer calls it) which af- 
& terwards became a great Fire in the three Kingdomes , ( as 
J then called ) began to be kindled inthe Year, 1537. by a de- 
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ſign upon the Kirk of ans.” 1 dt 
was then ſent down thither nnder pretence ta make a confor- 
S mity of Church Worſhip and Eccteſiaſtical Government, be- 
tween Englandand Scotland, Prelacy being now Rampant 
and in its dignity, both here and there. 

But this Book of Littzrgy , or Common-Prayer, or Eng- 
Hb Maſſe Book, inſtead of effeting an Uniformity as was in- 
rended, The Biſhop who endeavoured #0 read itin his Ponti- 
ficalibus, was aſſaulted with Crickets , Stools, Sticks and 
Stones, from Men and Women, to the hazzard of his life, 
and from this poor contemptible diſorderly Ryot or Mutiny, 
ſoaccidentally happening, being in it ſelf but a Cloud like an 
handbreadth, but hadin it a noyſe of much Rain, It was a 
Coal indeed raked up in embers, contemptible enough in ics 
appearance, and one would have thought might have been 
eaſily. quenched , bur ir appearing to he the Houſe of Faceob, 
wherein this Coal was kindled, and theMouſe of ?o/zph which 
thus became a flame; how ſhould theiHouſe of E/az, who 
were but ſtubble, ſtand before devouring fire? as the ſequel 
hath manifeſted, ON. | 

Fence it came to paRk, thatinftead of quenching this fire the 
Nobility & Minxztry publickly avowed their dereſtation of that 
Bock, and when it was re-inforced by a Proclamationat Stey- 
lin, and the puniſhment of Treaſon denounced againſt the 
Perſiſters in the former proceedings; this alſo availed not to 
allay this heat, but the fire burnt hotter and hotter, asindeed 
well it might, for the Lord was in this fire. 

This Proclamation was accoſted by a Proteftation of the 
Nobility, Miniſtry, and others of that Nation, which grew 
ſuddenly into a ſolemn Covenant, for defence of their Religi- 
onand Liberties, which begat no ſmall rage in the Author of 
that Proclamation, but it availed not : thus this fire began , 
brake forth, and continred. 

Further. endeavours were uſed for the dawbing of ir , but 
you-know who kindled it, andir would not be pur our. 


Hambleton isſent:down to Edenborough , todealwith the 


_ Covenanters to renounce their Covenanr, but avaiis not; He 


.  Caules Proclamatien tobe made, to forbear to preſs the rexd- 
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” ingofthe Service Book, butt ould not aoy do the turn,. | 
2 the fire had got roo much hold , rhe dificrences grew greater 
3 and greater. | | 

A Waris deſigned, an Army raifed to ſubdue the Soots, the 
Earle 4rxnde! made General, but this threatned War pro- 
ceeded not , bat through mediation of ſome Lords on both 
e 18.1639: ſides, a pacification was made-and declared , June 18.'163 9. 

and che | pos on both ſides retreated home peaceably, and 
the fire ſeemed to be put out, but it was but raked upinthe 
embers; for it was impoſſible, &c. - 

The Kirg returning to London, afcer a fhort time changed 
his mind from his thoughtsof-peace, and commanded by Pro-- 
cl «mation the Paper which the Scots avowed to contain the 
Conditions of the Pacification, to be burnt by the handsof the 
Hang-man ,, Now the fire began to break outagatn. 

L In December, the King propounds u Parlsament, to begin 

Poeliment be-in April following , the People wonder ! however :on April 
4 * April :3- x3. 1640. the Parliament began, Money 1s required, 2z. 

= twelve Subſidies, to go on with a deſigned ,Waragainſt Seor- 

| land; divers Speeches were made againlt the grant. of Subſi- 

dies, till they firſt had ſome -grievancBredreſt, and particu- 

larly, that the People had no reaſon topay for a War which 

they deſired not: however they took:the Subſidies into con- 

Biſſolved 2f:y{ideration , but while they were debating,on the fifchof May | q 
5» 


chey were diſſolved. L | 
Nevertheleſs the Convocation of Divines { focalled ) they ED 

were continued, and made Canons, and impoſed upon the Y _ 

: Clergy the Oath Etcetera , ſo notoriouſly remarkableatthar Y _. 

: timeand ſince, Jo 
Selim Epic. The Clergy contributed great Sums of Money toward this F _ 


War, ſodidthe Papiſts ; beſides what ather-means was uſed |; 
for defraying thecharge of this War , The Earle of Strefford | x, 
commanded incheif. 2D, | | 
6. . Bur ofall things remarkable , this may not be forgotten, || 4, 
EM Res. Thar the hearts of the Soldiers were turned againſt many. of f| 
"= their Officers, and Commanders, and could not be brought” } þ, 
E to engageagaink the Scots; but on the contrary, they turn» |} ;. 
ed Retormers in their paſſage to Zork,, pulled down FRE Pi> | © 
| | ures, 
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Meures, brake down Rails, twyned Altars into Communion 
STables, forthatin effect this praved no confiderable War nei-- 
ker, butby mediation of ſome Englif Lords, this War was 

Zcorpoſed alfo epen Articles» and upon the defire of the 

ſame Lords, the Xing refalved to call a Parliament at Londox, 

to beginthe 3d. of November, 1640. which he accordingly 

did; Now would not any one think, that this would have 

proved the perfect cureofall the former Malladies, & that the 

fire ſo firanpely begun in Scor/axd, would have been extin- 
$ oviſhe by the moderation, as well as by the mediation of Exg- 

3 /and ? But the Lordhaving given it acommiffionit muft burn, 

Zrill all the Houſe of Edozs be devoured, and that there be 

F none remaining ofthe Houſe of E/as, for the Lord hath ſpo- 

VFkenir, 0Obad.17,18, | | 

3 Uponthe 34. of November, 1640. Aﬀembled a Parlia- 

7 ent, which continued many years, (by ſomecalled the Lowg 

= Parliament , by others the darcleſ7 Parliament ) being by 

8 44 of Parliament continued , till they ſhould by an A4# of 

# Parliament be diſſolved. 

Z In their beginningand progreſs, they were men to be won- 

# dred at, to ſec how they wereaQted. 

Z OurSouls were filled with amazement at the things which 

# we ſaw the Lord by them was viſibly doing for this poor af- 

 flited Nation, rendringit asa ſpectacle of aſtoniſhment to 
| all our Borderers the neighbour Nations reundabout us, ſuch 

# was then our caſe, as that when we knew not what to do, nor 

7 what to deſire to have done forus, yet having oureyes up 

5 tohim, wholeads the blind in wayes which they know not, 

2 we ſaw him apparently leading our Parliamen; , our Steers- 

7 ren, into untroden paths and wayes., putting them upon a- 

} Rions unforeſeen, unprojected, yea unthought of, fulfilling 

herein that good Word of his, 1/a. 42. 12,13,14,15,16. 

| 1ntheManagement of theſe Aﬀairs, we were given to un- 

derſtand more diſtin&tly and particularly ( in obſerving the 

courſe the Lord'tookfor us, in ſtating our Controverſic,)that 
he wazarifewin Enpglandaiſo, as well as he bad already begun 
in Scot and, toavenge the quarrel of his Covenant againſt An- 

rochriſt, and that he had fer himſelfby way of eminency a- 

£ainſt 


14 __ 
re... + I -.F - 
£5 0 0 Sar (1:4 SI ROI 
«IR 
: 


Aonarchy. 
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Vide Afy, 
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eirarchy. 


- Was$above them. 
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gSainſt the two main Props of £ Kingdome, viz. Yeirarchy;\ 
d Ponarchy;, as being his two main Poſts and Pillars in # 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, and ſuchas by which he ex- | 
alrs himſelf in his oppoſicion againſt the Kingdome of Chriſt : Þ 
z8d foras muchas by thoſe two, the Religfous and Civil Li- : 
berries of his People, both as Men and Chriſtians had been un- | 
der great violation, the Cry of the Oppreſſed as under both- 
conſiderations had found acceſs unto him, and he was come 
down to deliver them, In the proſecution whereof, he furni- | 
ſhed his People with ſome leſſer meaſures of light and ſpirit for - | 
his work, encouraging their hearcs, and ſtrengthening their: $ 
lands; aswell Repzeſenfors, as Repzcſented, taking into his Þ 
work the hearts and hands , lives and eſtates of menas men, 5 
cauſing herein that word to be fulfilled, (viz. Theearth ro.. | 
help the Woman, ) each one-in meaſure proſecuting hisintreſt, | 
and concernment, (asthe Hiſtory of our Times will declare } 
Though therein alſo the counſel of the Lord lay deeper than: | 
the appearance. ; | : 
As touching the former of theſe, viz. Yeirarchy,. iow 
wonderſully did the Lord ſet himſelf againſt ir, by caufing to 
be deteRed the prophane and ſcandalous, corrupted and cor-. 
repting Ctergy,: beginning at the Toes and Feer', Claws and Þ 
Feathers of this fowl Beaſt , in ſo much that whole Centuries # 


| Whites Century of them were caſt out as abominable Branches;- Nor did -he &% 


ceaſs there, till he had made the head of this Hydrs, ormany #® 
headed Beaſt, viz. the Prelates, who although they had builc- F 
their neſtsamong{t the Stars, and ſeemed to be out of reach of. # 


human power; yet even theſe he made to tumble themſelves F 


down headlong, and they fellas lightening from-Heaven, caſt- % 


ing themſelvesout from their Seats as untimely fruit, by their 2 


aſpiring Vote ; when (beſides thoſe who were-Impeached for 2 
theirperſonal Crimes) ſo many of them were expung'd the. 
Houſe of Peers, even by occaſion of that yery Vote, whereby 
they purpoſed to have eſtabliſht themſelves in their Parlia> 


" mentary Capacity , as ſome time before they endeavoured. to | 


havedone in their Convocation, by their monſtrous. Ercerere | 
Gath : but in both Capacities, Civil and Eccleflaſfical, where- 
in they thought to bave dealc ſubtifiy and proudly, ___ | 
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had ſuch a work to haveeffeRted in our dayes, until weſaw ir 
done ? Weexpected that it ſhould have proceeded from the 


Smitymnians, but the Lord found out another way, even by Plalmg. x 


the work of their own hands, Higgaion, Selah. 

Thus God brought down this high Tree, Root and Branch, 
ſo far asit ſtood inviſible oppoſition to the Kingdome of 
Chriſt; not only by deteRing the: Scandalous and Prophane, 
by parcel and piece-meal, but ſer himſelf againſt the whote 
body and headſhip ofthe Hierarchy, by necellicacing the Par- 
lament tothe utrer aboliſhing thereof, and engaging them- 
ſelesand the whole People of the Land by Covenant againſt ic :- 
And added to this, he cauſed this Scarlet couloured Harlot to- 
be whipt and ſtript, by bringing upon the Parliament a ne- 
ceſſity to expoſe the Lands formerly appropriated to Biſhops, 
Deans and Chapters, to ſale, and to be diftributed among the 
People: Thus making bare: her skirts and rendring her un. 
lovely, fulfilling in ſome meaſure thatword of Propheſic, Rev. 
17.16, Theſe ſhall hate the Whore, and make her deſolate and. 


niked. ; 


Nor was this al!, but Aſonarchy it ſelf, that grand capital 7; 


Corner Stone ofthe Kingdome of Antichriſt (upon which the 


former did depend) againſt this alſo did the Eternal and moſt 


high God ſer himſelf, and gave his People lighrand faith in 
this wotk ( cauſing it to ſpring up out of obſcurity: ) And 
through many difficalties led them on from ſtep to ſtep, and 
made them follow him in paths wherein he had himſeif firſt 
trod, thereby to bring about his work, hisftrange work, far 
above the expeRations of his People , whom he imployed-19 
effeQings thereof; | EDT 

For as much asthe Parliament, being (at the utmoſt )) but 
affzRtcd with the common grievances of the Nations, as men 


- ſpirited for that work , endeavoured the obtaining remedy\ 


therein,as theirultimate end, and certainly they would have 
acquieſced, if once they could havearrived atit, applying 


_ themſelves accordingly for removing thereof; 


In all their Addreſſes to the Monarch, diſtinguiſhing be-- 
tween him & his evi! Council endeavouring to render him free 
| from 


"Who could havethoughr 3,2 evet the moſt high God had 
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- from any culp or blame : yer the moſt High ( haviog other 


ends above the ſight and reach of men) mingled a perverſe 
ſpirit in him and his Connſelouys, hardening his and their 
hearts (in order to his further work ) infomuch that he was 
not ſuffered to hearken to the juſt complaints preſented by the 
Partiament on behalf of the People , but became obſtinate to 
his and their ruin , who adhered unto him; ſuffering him to 
withdraw himſelffrom the Parliament , and to raiſe Force a- 
oainſt them, endeavouring thereby to repel their juſt de- 
mands. 

The Controverſie came to be ſtated, and the Peoples rights 
afferced under theſe three general Heads, among others, 


: The Power of Levying Money. 
Viz. 5 The Powerof the Militia. 


The Negative Voyce. 


The iſſus whereof was the total Defeat of his Forces, after 
'everal fignal Battels, rogether with chat wonderful At of 
:uſtice done upon himſelf, thereby bringing down this high 
Tree aiſo, not only in his own Perſon, as a /onarch accoun- 
!able for his perſonal tranſitions; butalſo ſbnarchy it ſelf, 
whence proceeded thoſe Ats of Parliament, 7an.30. March 
i”. and 19. 1648. and May 19, 1649. 

By all which the Power became the Peoples, and a founda- 
tionwas laid for a Free-State or Common-wealth , withour 
- 3 King, ſingle Perſon, or Houſe of Peers, and the People en- 
caged in purſuance of their late Conqueſt, to purſue and mazn- 
csin the ſame accordingly : Adding further the expoſing co 
ale, | the Revenue formerly appropriated to the Office of 
King-ſhip, having firſt readred the ſame Office Unneceſſary, 
Chargeable, and Dangerous. : 

ObjeR. But ifany ſhould ObjeR, That theſe Aﬀtions were 
but the iſſue of force and fraud , and are not tobe juſtified as 
Parliamentary, and therefere that it us nat ſafe to entitle God 
it hereunto. | 

Axſw. It may be Anſwered, That had it been only the ef- 
fe& ofthe Par{:iaments Conſultation and Reſolution , there 
might have remained ſome doubt upon the hearts of ſome , 
{ though others were morecleartherein. ) Rs © 
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Bat to make it evident & all ae that ic wasnot the 
diviceoiman, nor the effe of his contrivance, bur the arm 
and power of God: It will be neceſſary to conſider beſides 
what hath been already expreſſed, ( touching the riſe and pro. 
sreſs of thoſe wonderfu] mutations ) how marvelouſly the 
ſame hath been confirmed by remarkeable and tignal rejfiimo- 
nies, ſuch as may rot, ye cannot bedenyed by any wan , our 
enemies themſelves being judges, not to mention all choſe me- 
morable Series of tranſactions both by Land and Sea, as well 
in Ireland 8s in Exgland, from and afterche Year, 16,48, 
northe ſharp confli& with HoYandey, nor the iſſues thereof, 
whefein the Lord ſo manifeſtly appeared to the filencing ot 
the adverſary, thathe extorred acknowledgments from them- 
ſelves, while he made them ſay in theſe or the ltke words, What 
Godis like the God-of England? What Godlike the God of 
the Round-heads? according. to' that ſaying, Pſal. 126. 2. 
T ven ſaid they among the heathen, the Lordhath done great 
things for them: But, 

Toreduce much into alittle, let beremembred thoſe two 
notable eminent 'aud remarkeable conteſts, the Parliaments 
Forces had with the Scors at Dunbar and at Wazceter, thr 
by the mouth of thefetwo witnefles inſtead of many more, this 
aſſertion may. beettabliſhr. 

When the Scots (in order to the re-invelting cheSon of 
the late King,and in him to have re-eſtabliſhed Monarchy) ar- 
tempted theeffeing thereof by force of arms, it is well known 
that after ſolemn appealsroGod'for deciſion ofthe controver- 
fie between tae two nations, wherein not ſingly the perſon ot 
the Son ofthe lateKing, nor the family of the Stewarts was 
the ground of the quarrel, but Afonarchy itſelf, as appears 
by the Declaration of che Army: at their marching into Scot- 
landin the year 1650. wherein among other things they af- 
firme, That they fought againſt Monarchy", as being perſwa- 
ded in their conſciences that it was one of the ten horns of the 
Beaſt. And fay further inthe ſame declaration unto the Scers, 
viz. That if they ſhall proceed to bring in, ſuch a Government 
< 6neMan or King «pon w4,-they will blot oat the memiry of 
their former merrite. 
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| Upon this tate of the diffGence, they on both fides made. 


their appeals to God, who was pleaſed co decide the contro» 
verſy, and gave iſſue, for and on behalfe ofche weak, tho 
faint, and the feeble, againſtrhe mighty, the ſtrong, and the 
valiant, in that notable conflict at Dunbar, Sept, 3. 1650, 
Add farther, That when the ſame cauſe was proſecuted by 
the Scots a ſecond time upon their march into England, by 


thecontrivance & aſfliſtance of ſuch as wereconfederate with Þ 


them in that undertakeing; how did the Almighty appear 
for, and on behalfe of his cauſe and people at Worceſter, and 
added a further rebuke and diſcomfiture to Monarchy it felf, 
( which at that time alſo was about to be re-inforced) making 
an irrepairable breach npon the adverſary, . 8s the hiſtory of 
chat period of time, more at large will explicate. 

Not only in thoſe two eminent caſes, wherein he who runs 
may read the finger of God as clearly againſt Monarchy, as be- 
fore againſt Hierarchy , but ever fince thoſe times notwigh- 
{tandingthere hath been a ſtarting aſide anda departure from 
thoſe bleſſed footſteps ofGod,in not following fully to know 
& do his further will:but ſtrong inclinations, yea and as firong 
attemptsand endeavoursalſo to go back into Egypt, hancxer- 
ing after the onyons and garlick thereof, haſtningtolay the 
foundation and to rear the ſuperiirucure of the ruined wals 
of 7ericho, which God had ſo ſignally blaſted witha curſe to 
hima nd his feed, who ſhould attempt the rebuilding thereof , 
in the perſon and family. of the once famous and renowned 
General of the Engliſh Armyes, layingI ſay the foundation 
for Monarchy and Hierarchy,under thediſguiſeof 4 Proteftor, 
andan high CommiflionCourt of Tryers,&c. which muſt have 
provedin ſhorttime a King and Prelates; to which were ad- 
ded that which follewetb, viz.an Houſe of Peeres, with much 
more of like -» 

Yet theſe all. receiveda ſeaſonablerebuke from the Lord 
who in due time cauſed them to melt awayas a ſnail; or as 
the untimely birth of a woman that might not ſee the Sun,be- 
fore the pots could feel the thorns, hetook them away by a 
whirlewind, ſeaſonably in due time; and as 3: pleaſed him in the 
midſt of their blaſphemous Hoſannacs: Uponthe whole mat- 
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ter conſidering what diſappointments have attended alſ-pro--* 
jets, both of force and fraud which have been exerciſed to> 
wards the re-ereQing the Throne of the Beaſt in Zng land, in 
thoſe two notable branches above recited, fo eminently de- 
clared ag2inſt by God, as being the great poſts and pillars of 
Antichriſt, 

As it is 2 confirmation of thetruthaſſerted, ſo it isa ground 
of future expectation, that God will cauſe his own work to 
revive in the mid{t of the day of chis great rebuke andblaſ 
phemy, which his. name, people,. and cauſe, are exyoſed 
Unto, 

The long or aateleſs Parliament { ſo called ) ( whichbegun 
in November 1640, and by which ſo many memorable things 
had-been tranſacted, } having been inturrupted, and diſconti- 
nned ſix years and upwards, viz. from April 20. 1653.to 
ay the 7. 1659: bythe General and Army, were now 
after many debates, and much agitation in order to a future / 
ſetclemenr, Jnvited by the ſame Army to-return to the exer- 
ciſe of their truſt; who accordingly did ſo upon the 7rh.of ay: 
as above, to the greatcomfort and fatisfation of many, . 
whoſe eyes and hearts were upon them for good, expecting 
ſome wonderful and .notable thing to be the iſſue of this 
ſtrange and unexpeRed revolution ;, that having been as men. 
free among the dead, they were certainly now anointed for 


| ſome ſignal ſervice, and that the work of the Lord which had: 


as the Sun upon the dyal of Ahaz gon back ſo many degrees , 
would now be revived, and that Juſiice and righteouſneſs 


would henceforth dwellin our land: This hopeful expeRation 


was ſ{trengthned,not only by theit briefyet pyous declaration, 
but a Reſolve which was made on the ninth of 2Zay, which 
cheared the hearts of many, hoping that the time was now | 
come wherein all that truly feared God without partiality 
ſhould becountenanced and encouraged, and called out of 
theirholes, into which they wereeither forcibly driven, or 
had voluntarily retired themſelves, during theinterval ofthe 
Parliaments interruption: Burt alaſs theſe. hopes ſoon va- 
niſhed, for a'few dayes diſcovered, that neither the Army had; 


right ends in inviting the Parliament to return; . nor _ 
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= the Parliament was ſo refolved upon a ſpeedy fettlement -of 
” the XNatioxs,as their neceſlity required , nor were ſo faithful 
to their own declaration and reſolve, as was expeRed. 

Hereupon the Lord to awaken both Parliament and Army, 
ſtirred up the ſpirit of the Nation againſt them by that general 
inſurreion intended from all quarters, but diſtinguiſhed by 
the name of Sir George Booths inſurre@ion, which was the 
only party that appeared,but wasas ſoon diſperſt, and ſuppreſt 
by a parry of the Army, with very ſmall and inconſiderable 
loſe ofmen on either ſide, infomuch that it was reputed a 
bloodleſs viory : God hereby ſhewing what he could do in 
enlarging or reſirayning the ſpirit of the Nation as he pleaſed: 
The effe&t of this diſpenſation was ſo far from improving ei- 
ther Parliament or Army in the furthering of the ſettelment 
expected, that it produced a quite contrary effeR; for upon the 
return of the Brigarde from” the purſure of Sr. George Booth, 
they propoſe the ſetling of the condut of the Army in the 
hands of General Officers: The Parliament on the contrary 
reſolve to be General themſelves, and to give Commiſiions 
with limitations, this begets diſſatisfaQtion, and jealoukie. 

The Parliament declares the Lord Lamberts Commiſſion 
void, with eight other Field Officers, and ſettles: Commilſi- 
oners for the government of the Army , from Ofober 11 to 
Feb. 12.1659. Hereupon the Parliament becomes again to 
beinterupted by the Army, and (o remained from the 12:54, 
of Otteber tothe 26th of December following, during which 
intervail, many agitations were uſed for their reſtoration, by 
vertue ofthe powers veſted in the new Commiſſioners for the 

. Army, ſome of them going to Portſmouth, and from thence 
influencing ſome part of the Army , the Fleet declaring for 
their reſtoration, and the Forces in Scotland doing thelike, 
they returned with a very bigh hand upon the 26th. of De- 
cember , 1659. Being thus returned they ſoon. feil upon 
changing the conduct of the Army, not only contirmins their 
reſolution, touching the nine Officers as before, but made a 
very great progreſs towards all ſuch as bad any way abetted, 
and aſliſted in their interruptions, putting from them. with 
greatſeverity all or moſt of their true intereſted and engaged 
friends againit the common adverſaries, 

Y* 7% Thus 
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Thus ſtrangely and won =} hath God wrought inre- © 
buking the pride and Apoſtacy of the Army, who having been 
unſteadfaſt in their declared and avowed reſolutions, ſo ſo- 
lemnly made, and fo often repeated : the juſt and holy God 
hath in his due time called it to remembrance, and cauſed it 
to be returned upen them, even by thoſe very perſonsover 
whom they thought they had power. 

Nor was the condition of the Parliament at all better by 
this tranſaction, for that very Spiric wich they raiſed to ſup- 
preſs chisof the Army, was too great forthem to allay : bu. 
as apparently over-grew them, astheirs did that of the Army, 
and thatalſo for want of thoſe whom they had unneceſſarily 
puc fromthem.. | 

For the intereſt of the ( fo long ) Secluded Members, be- 
g4n now effeually to revive, and they by the aſfiſtance of 
the Army which came out of Scor/avd, were brought into 
the Houſe, who for want ofan Englifh Army, could no lon- 
Ser be kept out. | 

And by the acceſs of theſe later Members, their period was 
haſiened , and the Parliament diſſolved by an AR. Thus 
hath it happened through the overruling power of God; 
that fire is gone out from Abimalech, and hath devoured the 
men of Shechem, as firecame forth from the men of Shechem, 
and deyovred the houſhold of Abimalech, ſo true is that 
word, P/al. 9.16. The Lord « known by the "Fudgment 
which he executeth, the wicked is ſnared in the work of hus own 
hands, Higgaion Selah. | 

Objet. But by this means the cauſe of God, and of his peo-- 
plein theſe Nations is wholly loſt, and en opportunity 5 given 
to the enemy to blaſpheme his name, and to ſay, where u now: 

your God ? 

Anſw. It is true, that this day is a day of great rebuke and* 

blaſphemy, and it's as truethat the people upon whom Gods: 

name hathbeen named, have very much contributed thereun- 
to, whether we reſpe& the Parliament or Army, orthe per- 
ſons who have been influenced by both, Conjunitim aut Divs- 
fem : Who ever ſhall take a view of the tranſaRions of affairs: 
from, andafter that fignal battel foughtinthe Year, 165 - 
- the 
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= the iſſue whereof was by the { Lt wy ſtiled, The marvai- 
as tous Salvation wrought at Worceſter ,, at which time, it might 
have been expected that the fruitrhereof, could nor have pro- 
ved other than holineſs unto the Lord, and juſtice and righte- 
ouſheſs to the Nation, *cistrue indeed, the blame was laid up- 
on the Parliament, thatthey improved not the mercies and | 
deliverances God had givento the Nation by their means,and 
they were worthy of blame before the Lord, who to rebuke 
rheir remiſneſs let {ooſe that Spirit upon them which gave 
them their firſt interruption, inthe Year, 1653. though un- 
det a more plauſible pretence than the effe&t manifeſted, for as 
much as that Parl:amenr being then. remaved from being a ler 
as was pretended, who could havethoughkt but chat now righ- 
teouſneſs would have afcended the Throne, and whatſoever 
had been amiſsin the former, would have been corrected and 
amended in this latter Edition , butitwas too evident that 
' the change was not for the better but for the worſe, as the 
next ſucceeding ( almoſt fix years time will evidence, ) how 
were all the former mercies and deliverances which God had 
wrought for this Nation, and his people therein wholly per- 
verted by the power and influence of the Army, who ſet up 
their General as ſingle Perfon,: and chief Magiſtrate contra- 
ry to their own Declarationsand ſolemn engagements therein, 
and thereby departing from their faich, breaking their own 
Bonds, and caſting their Coards behind them , wherewith 
they had voluntariiy bound and oblidged themſelves. And 
thisnot as a tranſcient At forcibly or fraudulently extorted 
fram them, but by a Series of cranſactions renewed and repea- 
ted from the Father to the Son, to whom they became more 
ſolemnly devoted if poſſible, than they had been tothe Father, 
this beinga creature of their own forming , which evidently 
declaresthey did not accountthemſelves ſurprized in their firſ} 
compliance, forif ſo,they would neverhave made their bonds 
ſronger by renewing their Oathsand Obligations undeſired 
and unſought for. | 
But as well it proſpered, and as long it laſted, and as true 
werethey to their laſt as to their former Oaths, they take oc- 
calion te deſtroy the creature of their own creating, notwith- 
OT En Sl ſtanding 
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fan !ing they bad engaged roliveand die with him; All which 
aRings.of theirs God-bach broughtnpon, their own heads, as 
well Army-as Payliament,, and. the friends and allies of both, 
rejecting; all- our confideaces which were placed in eicher.of 
them. . x : 
Andalrhough ſhame and confuſion of face belongs tous, 
and unto. thoſe on-whom we have leaned, who have proved 
ro. us, ( eſpecially. of latter times.) but Egypriar reeds on 
whom-while we have leaned, they have pierced into our hand, 
and now weareaſhamed of our confidences, and of thoſe on 
whom: we have ( too. much.) depended: and muſt ſay, the 
Lord our God-hath:put us to ſilence, and given us the water 
of gall co drink, becauſe we have {ipned againſt him, and this 
i511 while we hear che enemy blaſphemiog daily, ſaying, where 
is now their God? | | 
Nevertheleſs we know. the. foundation of the Lord Nands 
fure, and-with bim is. no variableneſs nor ſhadow of change , 
And though.we muſt bear this- preſent rebuke from the Lord 
becauſe we haveſinned againſt him, yet he.will ariſe and plead 
our cauſe; and cauſe- bis work to revive in the midſt of the 
day of this rebuke and blaſphemy ; yeathough for our nnwor- 
thineſs,- andthe unnworthineſs of our Rulers, Civil and 31- 
litary, anl for their and qur aon-improvement of our mercies 
and deliverances, be may juſtly turn. us down to theplace of 
Dragens;& ſuffer ourcgrcaſles ro fall in thewilderneſs where- 
in we are wandring, and makens koow what. we have done in 
not followir g.01 to. know him, 'whoſe goings forth are pre- 
pared asthe morning: yet ſeeing he-hath not left himſelf with» 
ourwitneſs, in that he hazh-freſtrated all theattemptsborh ſe- 
cretand open, andnot/permitted any projector divice which - 
bath been. ſet on foot; toward the bringing back his work, to 
proſper, though there have been many ( and they alſo ) crafti- 
ly cantrived, and vigorouſly proſecuted, yer their drivings 
have been like the drivings of Phargehs Chario: , Very heavi- 
ly, andwithieaſqnable diſappointments : what remgins then, 
bur chav we humble our ſelves under the mighty hand of God, 
thas-he may exa}t ys induetime, asknowing thatalthough we 
havebeen yea, and. nay, yerQUTI 96s yea; whg Ty we 
S ave 


- haveborn Cedar phntnone of our Tniquity, he* | 
will not caſt away nor abhor his remnant todeſtroy them ut» 
terly, but in meaſure he will debate with them, for the Lord- 
will jadge his People, and repent himſelffor his Servants, when - 
he ſeeththeir { hand ) or poweris gone, and there isnone: 
ſhutYp or lefe: Therefqre wharthe ſaid in another caſe, F«dg. 
17.24. tothe King of the Children of Ammon, That which: 
thy God Chemoſa gives thee, wilt then not poſſeſs ? So whom- 
foever the Lord our God ſhall drive out from b<fore us, them 
will we poſſeſs: So muft we ſay in like caſe, wedare not be- 
ſo untrueufito our God, the true andiving God , as not to- 
aſſert withall humble boldneſs, ( yet with Chriſtian Courage - 
and. Confidence ) the intreſt and right we'have in what our 
God hath given-us, both as Men and Chriſtians, as the fruic- 
of much Blood and Treaſure, which he ſuffered not to be ſpile 
and ſpent for nought, oras athingin vain, when ſo man' 
dear and precious to him, and as Inſtruments in his band for - 
the purchaſing and obtaining thereof, -have- ſacrificed their 
lives in the high places of the Field. HED | FER: 1 

Wherefore ſeeing God hath honoured us with giving and 
confirming to us, a glimpfe of, and an entrance zntoour Cis 
vil and Religious Liberties, both as Menand as Chriftians,in 
freeing us frem Honarchy and Hierarchy, above and beyond 

- our thoughts, and contrivance or proje&ion , andkept them 
down from their ſeats thus long, notwithſtanding rheirſtrong 
endeavbursto be peeping and creeping up under bidden forms 
end guiſes, yea ſeeing he hath laid the Axeto the root of both 
theſc Oaksof BaſSan, and hewen them down, making uſeleſs. 
and ineffeRual all the endeavours which have been hitherto 
for the re-eſtabliſhing the Old, or ſuffering the New digniſed 
Plants to take root and grow; butfollowedthem with ſucceſs 
ſiyvediſappointments, 

| Let us in ail humble Reverence fall down before him, . be 
wailing ouriniquity, - and the iniquity of our Leaders,and Ry- . 
lers, praying that our andtheir fins may be pardoned and pur» 

ged\ and then fay with an holy and humble confidence, 4- 
wake, Awake, put on ftrengthO' Arm of the Lord , Awake as 
in tht dayes of eld, Art thou net it that hatheut Rahab, and 


. . 
t...., Cowes... * 


wounded the Dragon ? \We will remember thee from” the Land * 
. of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, aud from the Hill Miſſar:; 
And though we are apt toſay, 0h Lord, by whom ſhall Jacob 
ariſe, for hets ſmall ? Yet dare we not /ay 4 wr bemefre' with 
tem who ſay 4 confederacy, nor may we fear their fear, ner 
br afraid, The Lerd of Hoſts is with us, the God of Jacob # 
our refuge , whothongh be hath ſmitten 1s, will revive us,and 
we ſhall live in his fight , angre all the malice and rage of 
the enemy: The works of the Lord are great , ſought out of all 
thoſe who take pleaſure therein. What therefore he hath.ſo 
ſignally owned, we muſt own, and cannot do other, cill he 
himſelf cut off the encail of our hopes and confidences, which 
we underſtand is nototherwiſe tobe done , thawby giving te- 
ſtimony againft the ſame Caaſcin the Conteſt, ifever it come: 
to be caſt upon him for deciſion by an Appeal; which it is 
humbly prayed he wouldin mercy prevent, if he ſo pleaſe, 
and letall his People ſay , Amer. - 


.  Plalm207. 43. 
Whaſo ic wiſe, and will obſergge theſe things, even they. 
ſhall anderfland the lovingtndoeſ; 0 he Lord, g 
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The- End. 


